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PARTSAL AND MEAN PERRY, 
‘Proprietor of the Morning Chronicle. 


Reaver, a full report of the proceed- 
s of the Hampshire meeting was sent 
} the above Printer, together with the 
yITION, Which I moved thereat, and 
ich petition (the only copy I had) was 
tained from me, by the Reporter of the 
bronicle, in order to be sent to London 
| be printed in that and other papers. 
/was so sent: but was suppressed by 
s partial, this mean, this despicable 
pl of a despicable place-huating faction. 
1 have just learnt these facts, and can 


jy now say, that I will, next week, 


Mve this trick of Perry the exposure, 


hich it deserves, 
Wa. COBBETT. 

Botley, Thursday Evening. 
.B. Mr. Hunt said, at the time, that 
s worthy “ member of the Hampden 
Club,” would. play us this trick. I 
ld not believe it. Mr. Hunt knew 
p man better than I did. 





PROPERTY TAX. 


HIS poor tax is now become as much 
object of senseless abuse as were, 
1798, those who endeavoured: to pre 
nt it from being imposed. In 1812 
unfortunate man, named CARTER, 
is imprisoned in jaol, fora year, and 
ed, for having published a paragraph 
mplaining of the operation of this tax. 
y Lord Folkestone, who made a mo- 
fh upon this-subject, described the pa- 
bh as being moderate and inoffensive. 
for republishing the same paragraph, 


Mr. Lovell of the Statesman was im- 
prisoned a year or 18 months in New- 
gate, and also fined.---The selfish and 
unfeeling crowds, who are now clamouring 
against this tax; who are abusing it; 
who are applying to it all sorts of vile 
epithets and names, because they now 
feel the pinch ‘of their pockets; these 
persons never meet to petition against 
the prosecutions of the press; no, and 
they never would have met for that pur- 
pose, if every press in Eneland had been 
demolished and the types thrown into 
the street, as were those of the American 
printers at the City of Washington, by 
command of ‘our miiitary and naval 
commanders.—These persons now call 
. the tax partial, oppressive, cruel, inqui- 
sitorial, tyrannical. They compare it 
to every thing on earth that is* odious, 
and some of them have gone to. Hell 
for similies in the way of. iltustration. 
They declared, that it is every thing 
that is tyrannical, odious and detestable, 
and that it violates the spirit of our 
constitution; and all this in its PRINCI- 
PLE; in its very NATURE; and ES- 
SENCE.—Now,:then, what are these 
men? What are these noisy petitioners 2 
What is their character, even upon their 
own shewing? Why, that they are now 
calumniators of the government; or, 
that they have been’ slaves for the last 
18 years. Let them take their choice.— 
It is curious enough to see men, and 
great numbers of ‘them too, who sup- 
ported this tax when it was laid on, who 
voted for it in parliament, who, in fact, 
laid it on; it is curidus to see these 
men, and in great numbers too, now 
coming forward and joining in the above 
horrid descriptions of the tax.. They 
seem to be looking to new scenes. They 
are ratting from the Government, They 
begin to suspect, that the taxing and 
soldiering system must soon undergo a 
very material change. In short, the sys- 
tem (for it is of no consequence who are 
ministers) isin a state of great anxiety, 
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fects, thus far, that I anticipated ; and 
those effects will now develope them- 
selves, day after day.—In some places, 
the petitioners have included a@// the war 
taxes, in others only the malt and pro- 
perty tax, in others only the property tax. 
The first is the only rational mode of 
proceeding ; for, in fact, all the taxes 
ure equally burdensome. But, in some 
places, as at Worcester City, they are 
for doing away with all the war-taxes, 
except the Landlord’s part of the property 
tax. What.a whim is this! Whata child- 
ish distinction ! Is it not clear, that the 
Landlord’s part of the property tax must 
be included in the rent of the tenant, and 
that, finally, it must be paid by those 
who eat the bread, the meat, the butter, 


the eggs, and who wear the flax and the 
wool? People are so galled with their 
difficulties to pay the taxes, that they 
know not what they say. Political eco- 
nomy is a subject too deep for minds in 
general; but, as every one now feels, 
every one cries out. Sir Francis Bur- 
dett, in 1811 or 1812, when he moved 
the address in the House of Commons, 
was most grossly abused for describing 
the Property Tax in colours far less 
odious than those, in which “ the loyal” 
now describe it. Thus time makes all 
sorts of changes,—But, if other taxes be 
imposed instead of the war taxes, what 
will the people have gained? If, for in- 
tance, JERRY JoBERNOL, the farmer, 
should get rid of his tenpounds a year of 
war taxes, and should, in future, have to. 
pay ten pounds a year in lieu of it, in his 
salt, malt, horse, window, soap, cairdle 
and leather tax, what wouldJerry there- 
by gain? And, if the petitioners mean, 
that no other taxes should be laid on in 
lieu of the war taxes, they should say so. 
-—-Then, do they mean, that the funding 
system should be destroyed, aud that 
the fund-holders should not be paid their 
dividends? No; they do not mean this. 
Why then do they not say so? And, 
why do they not point out how faith may 
be kept with the fundholders, and the 
war taxes (without substitutes) be done. 
away? | 
The war taxes must be continued ; 
OR 
There must be new taxes laid on, equal 
to them in amount ; 
OR - 
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OR 
The whole of the army, and nearly -all 
the navy must be discharged ; 
OR 
The dividends on the National Debt must 
go unpaid. 
Take your choice, good petitioners, 
One of the five propositions you must 


take. I am for the fourth. What say 
you? What sense is there in qos cla- 
mours and abuse, unless you think that 


the war taxes can be dispensed with ; and 
if you think they can be dispensed with, 
why do you not say so? One thing, 
however, in this senseless uproar, I an 
highly delighted with. It is this: That 
there are no longer any accusations heard 
against us Jacobins. It is not we, but 
the loyal,” who now cry out, who cla- 
mour, who now dea! out abuse on tle 
taxing system. Mr. Harpy; who es 
caped with his life, after endeavouring to 
effect a reform in that body who imposed 
these taxes, is alive to see the day when 
those, who clamoured for his destruction, 
clamour against those taxes. He is alive 
to see “‘ the loyal” pouring forth all sorts 
of invective against things, which he le 
boured to prevent. Mr. TOOKE is ne 
alive to enjoy this spectacle; but, his 
efforts, the noble stand which he made, 
will always be remembered with gratitude 
by those who retain any esteem for the 
rights and liberties of their forefathers. 


— 1 





No. I.—CORN BILL. 


IT is now evident to me, that ow 
ministers mean to propose a law to pil 
a stop to the importation of Corn, [aa 
confirmed in this opinion by the languagt 
of the CouRIER newspaper for sont 
time past; and especially by the followi 
article, which appeared in that paper ¢ 
the 23d instant, and which article I # 
morally certain came from a source! 
authority. The reader will see, from 
the ability with which it is written, t! 
it never could come from the same 
whence proceed the articles of the Edit 
of that paper; and. the form and _platé 
of it, if the reader could see. the 
would strengthen the opinion. — After ! 
serting it, I shall endeavour to shew, be 
it blinks all the main points, how 
cious it is, how it is calculated to decel 
and to mislead. ‘“ The Meetings up 
“ the Agricultural State of the Court 







































There must be Loans in time of peace ; 


“‘ are become universal. This is @ 








10 


ee 
‘e 


““ 
ia 


ee 
«e ’ 
(oi ( 
“ce | 
sé q 
” 
ec | 
“é . 
“+ 
"2 
ac ti 
“¥ 
ei 
<e G 
“é l 
“fy 
* t 
“ss 
a3 ly 
re 
sé fa 


2 









100 


val 






nust 






1efs, 
must 
Say 
Cla- 
that 
and 
vith, 
ing, 
an 
That 
eard 
, but 
» cla- 
1 the 
yey 
Ag to 
osed 
when 
‘tion, 
alive 
sorts 
1€ la 
$ nel 
hs 
nade, 
itude 
yr the 


Ts. 




























101 } 


é¢ 
se 
“ee 
es 
sé 
sé 

é 

«e 

“ 
“ae 
«és 

ee 

«c 

“é 
a 

a) 

ac“ 

46 

ee 

ee 

“é 
sé 
ae 
aé 


ia 


“ tales spread about by the industry of 


ject which we touch always with deli- 
cacy, and almost with dread. It is 
one of such vital importance, one in 
which a false step, or an erroneous doc- 
trine, may do such incalculable mis- 
chief, that we fear ever to pronounce 
any decisive opinion. What suggestions 
we throw out, we throw out with dith- 
dence and hesitation, convinced of our 
being more in want.of information, than 
able to communicate any. But there 
are some facts upon which there can 
be no doubt, and upon them we may 
safely reason---and in reasoning upon 
them, we are quite sure that we shall 
not deserve, in the words of Mr.Burke, 
to be classed amongst “ those wicked 
writers of the newspapers, who would 
inflame the poor against their friends, 
guardians, patrons, and protectors.”—- 
Upon this subject,more than any other, 
there are prejudices so strong as almost 
to resist the evidence of the strongest 
facts, and these prejudices are infinite- 
ly aggravated by the number of idle 


*« faction, and greedily devoured by the 
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malignant credulity of mankind, When 
grain is dear, the prejudice is against 
monopolizers; when it is cheap, then 
the cry is, to give the utmost license 
and encouragement to importation, 
in order that it may become cheaper 
still, and thus, as we have heard it 
said, to be revenged on the farmer. 
But revenge ought not to be exercised 
against the farmer. Revenge on the 
farmer would soon be accompanied 
with a much wider vengeance upon 
theavengers—they would themselves be- 
come at no remote period the victims of 
their vengeance, Evils however at a dis- 
tance We are too apt neither to see nor 
care for, “ Have not farmers (is the 
common cry,) been making immense 
fortunes for the last twenty years? 
Have they not been living upon the 
distresses of the people? And ought 
not the latter to have the advantage 
which the late harvests and peace have 
given them, to have bread at as chea 
arate as possible?” We answer eac 
of these questions—That the farmers 
have been making immense fortunes 
for the last. twenty years, is am asser~ 
ion which it is as easy to make, as we 
believe it would be difficult to prove. 
But if they had, how would that bear 
upon the subject? The price, how- 
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ever high it was, did not depend upon 
them. It arose from causes over which 
they had no conrtroul; from deficient 
seasons, and from the state of the con- 
tinent, with which all intercourse was 
prevented. But allowing, for the sake 
of argument, that they did make large 
fortunes, that must have been a public 
benefit, inasmuch as the increase of 
their capital would naturally lead them 
to extend the agriculture of the coun- 
try, to improve bad land, and bring 
the waste into produce. The answer 
to the first question involves in it an 
answer to the second.—Upon the third 
we very willingly observe, that we are 
for the people having this necessary of 
life as cheap as possible ; but we would 
not purchase an unexampled cheapness 
to-day, with the certainty, or even the 
risk, of having dearness to-morrow, By 
the return of last Saturday’s Gazette, 
we find that the average price of wheat 
was 3]. 3s. 4d. the quarter, or 7s. 11d. 
the bushel: Barley, 11. 11s. 6d. ; and 
Oats, 11. 3s. 9d. This cheapness arises 
from two causes—the admitting the 
free importation of corn, and the con- 
sequent necessity under which the 
British farmer has been of bringing his 
in to market, The generality of 
mankind, looking only et the present 
result, will rejoice, and we are not sur- 
prised at it, and feel disposed to look 
with an evil eye upon any thing that 
would disturb it. Forbearance, and 
the want of all interference would 
be a greater disturber than any 
other cause. For let but the sys- 
tem of encouraging the free impor- 
tation of corn be continued, and ‘the 
vengeance which the ignorant would 
inflict ypon the British farmer would 
be complete. He would not enter the 
lists of competition with the foreign 
grower, for he would not cultivate 
in at all, But the British farmer 
ht not to be so dealt with, nor 
ought the food of the people of Eng- 
land to depend upon foreign coun- 
tries. There is not a more obvious 
principle than this, that men will not 
apply their industry and their capital 


‘to the growing or manufacturing an 


article which they ¢arnet sell at’a 
price higher than it cost them in grow- 
ing or manufacturing it; a price that 
shall enable them if not to lay something 


by, at least to —_ them. Wheat 
2 
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: 10 
«« and Barley at the last prices quoted | “ ensue, where can you look to? To «4 
« in the Gazette, are at.a less price than | ‘“ the British farmer ! No—you have “ y 
«« the expence to which the farmer would | “ turned your bac kupen him. But there «eS 
“ be put by growing them, including | “ is another thing to be considered, grain Ta 
“ wages to labourers, keep for horses, |‘ may be cheap, and yet be less within “i 
« repair of waggons, cost of the seed,|“ the compass of some than when it FR .. | 
“ and rent to the landlord. Of course| “ was dearer. It agriculture be dis- “ i 
; ‘* then he will direct his industry and | “ couraged, the farmer will not want so “ g 
«* capital to other channels; he will not | “ many lalourers, the ploughman, the at’ 
“ grow grain; he will not make land| “ thresher, and the reaper, will not be “y 
“ hitherto barren, productive in corn; |“ wanted—and thus will those per- “oO 
« he will not bring the wastes and heaths |“ sons “ starve amidst cheapness.” — on 
‘“« into cultivation. ‘There will compara- | ‘ But it has been said, let the farmer look “i 
“tively be no English corn grown. |‘ to his landlord, who having raised his “a 
“ « Very well,” we hear some say, “and 1 rent in proportion to the encreasing price | “Dp 
« what.is that to us, provided we still | “ of grain, ought now to be lowered to the on 
‘“‘ have abundant supplies open to us.” | “ levelat whatit was before such increase, 6 
‘* But softly! it isa great deal to them| “ Thereis much reason in this, and it will ‘Fe 
“ —a great deal indeed! In the first | “ operate no doubt upon the landlord, Ii “B 
“ piace, the foreign grower, when he | “ he find that he cannot get a high reat 6, 
finds that he has nothing to fear from | “ paid, but that he can get a lower one, om 
‘* the rivalship of the British farmer, will | ‘‘ of course he will prefer the latter. The « 4] 
“ vaise his price. This is obvious—| “ cessation of the Property Tax will be “ti 
“ When he knows you must depend upou | “ another relief; But these of themselves “hh 
‘* him for the commodity, he will increase | “ will not be sutiicient. We take our stand wits 
“ his terms. ‘There is not a plainer| “ upon this ground, which cannot be sha- gre: 
“ commercial principle than this. Herve | “heu; that the British farmer should haye I tr 
“ then is the first inroad upon the cheap- | “an interest in cultivating grain, Has shan 
« ness which you flattered yourself would | “* be that interest at the present prices? peo 
“ be so permanent. But you must not | “ No. What is the :emedy? Clearly that Estat 
“ forget another circumstance——that | “the forcign grower should bear some I sure 
“« peace cannot be perpetual, and that » of the burthens that he does; that he a ihe 
“ wars must take place.—Nay, that fo- |“ should pay a duty upon importation; Ref 
** reign powers may be more likely to go} “‘ that this duty shoaid make the price ma 
“to war with us, thinking that tly | “ cf fovetgn corn equal to a price’ which ‘3 
«have the means in their hands, (we, | “ the Enelish farmer ought to cet for Bri- “p 
“ depending upon them entirely for) “ tisk corn, Mr. Burke thought a farmer OL} 
* grain) of compelling us to accept terms | “ ought to make 12 per cent, upon his lead 
« and to make concessions, We put aj“ capital after payiag bis rent; Later ass 
* case—Poland will be annexed to, or | ‘‘ writers aid witnesses’examined by Par- is 
«under the controul of Russia. It is} “ liament, think 10 per cent. a sum the 
. “ from Poland we derive the largest! ‘‘ much less than is made im almost all wou 
“ continental supplies of foreign corn. |“ other trades. At the present price of fort: 
** Should we go to war with Russia, she | grain the farmer so far from making ver’ 
“ might shut all her ports, Russiaa as |“ this interest upon his capital mast les- : laden: 
well as Polish, and prevent the expor- |“ sen that capital by culuyating, What Hey 
*« tation of grain.—What should we do |“ the price should be per quarter to at 
* then? We might precure it from other |‘ enable hin to pay bis rent aad gain so and 
** parts, from the Barbary States and |“ much ‘upon his capital, we presume pre 
“ from America. But would not the | “ not to state from our own knowledge, Oh 
«* price be much iwereased upon us, those | ‘‘ Some of the witnesses examined by the mot 


‘Powers alway8' keeping in mind that |“ Honse of Lords declare that wheat Be cry’ 
“ te must depend upon them! Well, | “ ought to be 41, 16s. a quarter, or 12s. . ahs 


“ but this is “not all—you have formed | “ a bushel to produce this effect. Others i 
“your calculations and your hopes upon |“ fix it at 41. or 1@s. the bushel; none avel 
the cerlamty of the harvest never fail- |“ lower. At Bl. 1is, or Qs. 4d. per “ 


“ tug upon the Continent, of there being | “ bushel, (see the reports of the House iad 
“ always fine and productive seasons. If} of Lards,) all declare the farmer could | 


f tob 
“the harvest should fail and a scarcity!“ act be able to pay his rent and get ie 
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“410 per cent. upon his capital. The 
“present «wverage price, according to 
« Saturday's Gazette, is 7s. 11d. the 
‘ bashel. We have thus fulfilled our 
‘intention of collecting a few facts, 
“which we have endeavoured to place 
“ina prominent point of view, offering 
“such reasons as they are suggested to 
“our minds. We are quite sure that 
« we speak without partiality or prejudice 
“ ourselves; We are neither farmers nor 
‘merchants, neither growers of home nor 
importers of foreign corn, Our chief 
“ anxiety is to remove, if possible, some 
* prejudices, knowing that he best pro- 
“ motes the interests of the poorer classes 
“ond of British agriculture, who encon- 
“rages and promotes the interests of the 
“ British farmer. ‘* If the price of the 
“corn,” says an eminent wrifer, should 
“not compensate the price of growing it, 
“ the most serious evil, the very destruc- 
“ tion of agriculture itself, is to be appre- 
“ hended.” Now, though this article is 
written with great ability, and with even 
greater craft than ability, it will require, 
I trust, not a great deal to be said, to 
shew that its tendency is to deceive the 


people, and to entice them, bya fallacious 
statement, intoun acquiescence in a mea- 
sure for making corn dear; that being 
the undisguised object of the writer.— 
Before I proceed to the main points, let 
me notice the insinuation, that objections 
to a Com Bill have been owing to the 


What then, is 
OLD GEORGE ROSE become the 
leader of faction? He, who wrote a 
pp. to convince the people of Eng- 
and, that, if they did not quietly pay 
the war-taxes, the French Republicans 
would deprive them of the blessed com- 
forts of religion? He has, indeed, been 
very industrious upon this occasion; but 
has his been the * industry of faction ?” 
Have the petitions of *‘ the loyal” -of 
Southampton, Portsmouth, Winchester, ’ 
und haudreds of other cities and towns, 
proceeded from “‘ the industry of faction?” 
Oh, no! this will never do. ‘Ihe pro- 
Moters of the measure cannot now raise a 
cry against the Jacobins, That humbug 
is over for ever.—Who told this writer, 
that any body ever said, that revenge 
against the firmer was the object of the 
vpposers of the measure? ‘This is pure 
invention, It is an invented fact, whereon 
to build a faltacious argument.—But, we 
are told here, that the high prices arose | 
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from causes, over which the farmers had 
no controul, that is to say, in part, at 
least, from the war. It is not true, 
(though it has nothing to do with the 
point at issue) that the farmers were 
wholly innocent here; for, they were no- 
toriously amongst the foremost to uphold 
Pitr in making war and in carrying on 
war, against the Republicans of lrance. 
That has been accomplished, which they 
tendered their lives and fortunes to ac- 
complish. The republic of France has 
been destroyed ; the Bourbons have been 
restored; liberty has been nearly put out 
in that country; and, really, if our far- 
mers were to suffer in consequence of 
what has taken place, they certainly would 
come in for their full share of meriting 
that suffering.Now we come to the, sub- 
ject :—The argument is this: that, un- 
less corn is dear, the English farmer can- 
not grow it, because it would not bring 
him enough to enable him to pay wages 
of labour, keep of herses, repair of wag- 
gant, cost of seed, and rent to the land- 
ord,—Now, how fallacious is this! Is 
not the corn which the horses eat, 


} and which, is sown for seed cheap, if 


corn be cheap at market? Are not the 
wages of labourers, the prices of wheel- 
wrights, and the rent of land cheap, if 
the corn be cheap at market? Why, then, 
should not the English farmer be as able 
to grow cheap corn as dear corn? And 
what becomes of all the terrific statement 
about dependence upon foreign nations, 
about the extortioning of the foreign far- 
mer, about scarcity, about the ruin of 
the labourer, and the like? Is it not no- 
torious, ‘that wheat used to be 5s. a 
bushel in England? Nay, is it not noto- 
rious, that it used to be 2s. a bushel ? 
How did the farmer live ‘in those days ? 
Was the labourer starved in those days ? 
On the contrary, is it not notorious, that 
the paupers have increased with the high 
prices ? Will any man have the confidence 
to deny this ? And -if this cannot be de- 
nied, what reason is there to be alarmed ~ 
at the prospect of continued cheapness % 
What reason is there to suppose, that the 
farmer will be unable to raise cheap corn, 
seeing that his labourers, his smith, his 
wheeiwright, bis collaramaker, his seed, 
his rent, will all keep pace with the price 
of his corn? If these items amount to a 
hundred pounds a year when wheat is 4¢s, 
a quarter, and to two hundred pounds a 
year when wheat is 805. a Qgarter, is got 
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the farmer as able to raise the forty shil- | y 


ling wheat as the eighty shilling wheat ? 
How came this writer to be so indiscreet 
as to mention horse feed and seed atnongst 
the outgoings of the farmer? These must 
be at a low price, if his market corn is at 
a low price. They consist of the same 
sort of corn that he has to sell. How, 
in the name of common sense, then, should 
he have to complain of the amount of 
these outgoings, and, at the same time, 
complain of the cheapness of his corn? 
But, the truth is, that the absurdity of 
these positions arises from a very ma- 
terial omission in the enumeration of the 
- farmer's outgoings ; to wit ; the TAXES ! 
which, direct and indirect, amovwnt to 
more, aye, to double as much, as his la- 
bour, horse feed, seed, implements, and. 
rent, all put together. The direct taxes 
are upon his land, his property, his horses, 
his house, his windows, his gig, his dogs, 
his man servant, and to these must be 
added his poor rates. He pays about 17s. 
a bushel tax out of every 20s. which he 
lavs out in salt; and, in a large farm 
house, the salt tax amounts to about 107, 
a year, He pays more in tax upon malt 
than his barley, of which the maltis made, 
amounts to. He pays a tax upon the 
soap and candles, and tea and sugar and 
wine and spirits used in his house. He 
ys a tax on the leather and iron used in 
simplements and his harness. And, 
be it observed and remembered, that he 
pays a tax upon the beer, the gin, the tea, 
the sugar, the salt, the soap, the candles, 
the shoes, the tobacco, used by his la- 
bourers, For every quart of beer drank 
by the ploughman, at a public house, the 
farmer pays about 4d in tax, The brewer 
and malster first pay it; the publi¢an 
pays itto them; the labourer pays it to 
_the publican ; the fermer pays it to the 
labourer ; and, as the farmer must be re- 
paid, he must, of course, charge it in 
the price of the next corn that he sells. 
_—FHere, then, is the rea! cause of the 
necessity of high prices. It is the GO- 
VERNMENT, and.not. the FARMER, 
who stands in need of high priced corn. 


—~Oh! ye Cokes and Westerns, be not; 


be not, I pray and supplicate you, made 
the tools. of the taxing system! 1 know 
well that neither of you wish for high 
prices jn order to increase, or keep up 
_ yourown incomes. Your wish is to pro- 
tect, to secure the well-being of, a de- 
scription of persons, as to whose pursuits 
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ou are laudably enthusiastic. But the 
real. tendency of your exertions is to pro- 
tect and promote the taxing system, and 
thereby to enable the Government to kee 

up, during péace, a standing army and al 
those means of patronage, heretofore un- 
known in England, and. the keeping up 
of which tends to the total extinguishment 
of even the great country gentlemen, the 
little ones having all been swallowed up 
long ago. Stand here, I pray you, and 





reflect before you proceed another inch, 





You perceive clearly, that the writer, 
whom I have quoted, under pretence of 
protecting the farmer and promoting agri- 
culture, aims at keeping up the taxes, that 
is to say, an immense military establish- 
ment and patronage, which it is your in- 
terest, and the farmer’s interest, and the 
country’s interest, to see reduced to no- 
thing, seeing, that we now want no 
standing army any more than our fore- 
fathers: did. I have read a long letter 
of Mr. WESTERN to shew, that it is just 
and wecessary to pass a Bill to protect the 
farmer, The reasonings of that very able 
letter are unanswerable, if we admit, that 
the taxing system must remain in full vi- 
gour, which the author seems to admit, 
and which J wonder that, he should have 
admitted. It is clearly shewn, that the 
English farmer will not grow corn, unless 
he is put upon as good a footing, at least, 
as the French farmer. Bat, then, it is 
not shewn, that ¢his cannot be accom- 
plished without a Corn Bill; and yet, 
this ought to be shewn, and clearly shewn, 
by those, who, in open hostility to the 
common feeling of mankind, propose such 
a measure.—The farmer, and the pro- 
sperity of agriculture,do not depend upon 
the price of corn alone: there are the 
hides, the skins, the wool, and the flax. 
All very great articles of produce. These 
are, in great part, wrought into articles of 
dress by our manufacturers, and thus they 
are exported. Make the corr dear; make 
the food of the manufacturer twice as dear 
as the food of the manufacturer in France, 
America, and elsewhere, and who will 
purchase the dear manufactures ?—But, 
take away the taxes that support the 
ariny, the ordnance, a great part of the 
navy; abolish the new’ military schocle 
and all their enormous expences; return 
again to cheap and peaceiul government ; 
lay aside the bayonet and the broad: 
sword, and be content . with the eld- 








fashioned sherift’s wand and constable’s 
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staff. Do this, and there will be quite 
enough Jeft to discharge the just debts of 
the country and to support the Crown 
with sufficient splendour, though Wheat 
should again fall (as I hope it will) to the 
old 5 shi'lings a bushel of JeTHROTULL ; 
and agriculture will flourish and farmers 
willthrive as much as they have done for 
the last twenty years ; and, what is still 
of more importance, pauperism will al- 
most disappear, hospitality will revive, and 
honesty, the constant companion of com- 
pétence, will curtail the long and dismal 
lists of crimes, commitments, convic- 
tions, banishments, and executions, which 
now fill the mind with horror and dismay. 
«« Flere” say the writers, “ we take our 
stand. ‘The English farmer cannot grow 
corn, unless, “‘ by an importation duty, 
“ the foreign farmer be made to bear part 
“ of the English farmer’s taxes’.—But, he 
will not bear part then; for, he will not 
bring his corn, and it is meant that he 
should not. Herel take my stand. Re- 
duce the taxes of the English farmer, 
and then he will grow corn enough with- 
out the aid of foreign supply; and the 
manufacturers, eating cheap food, will be 
able to sell cheaper than the manufacturers 
of other nations; and, thus, ad/ will thrive 
together; make corn dear, by continued 
heavy taxation, and adi will decline toge- 
ther, except the military and naval offi- 
cial part of the community, who will, in 
the end, obtain a predominance, such as 
they posséss in the Austrian, Prussian, 
Russian and German dominions, and 
English freedom and English manners 
and. English morals and English tastes 
and English learning and eloquence will 
take their flight for ever to the other side 
ofthe Atlantic.—I hardly think it possi- 
ble, that such men as Mr, Coke and Mr, 
Western should be the partizans of a 
measure having such a tendency. They 
may doubt, whether it be practicable, 
without injury to the fund-holders, to re- 
duce the taxes so as to enable the farmer 
to sell wheat at 5s. a bushel. -For my 
part, I have no doubt at all upon thre sub- 


ject; but, before I give myself the trou- 


ble of proving, and my readers the trou- 
ble of reading what I have to say upon 
the subject, let the advocates of a new 
and odious measure give us their argu- 
ments to prove, that the measure is indi 

pensably necessary to the discharge of 
the just debts of the country’and to the 
support pf our government agreeably to 
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the constitution. It is for those who pro- 
pose such a measure to shew, that it 
cannot. be done without; and this they 
must shew before any just man will give 
his consent to it.—The measure would. 
‘be no protection to the farmer; it- would 
do him no good; it would do the land- 
owner no good: what it gave in prohi- 
bition, it would take away in tax, and 
give it to the military, naval, and official 
part of the community, the tendency of 
which must inevitably be to give these a 
predominance over all the peaceful arts 
and professions, and to produce all the 
lamentable consequences which I have 
above. described.—For these reasons, I, 
who am a farmer by taste as well 
as infact, and who am deeply interested 
in the prosperity of agriculture, detest and 
abhor, from the bottom of my soul, the 
idea of any measure tending to raise, or 
keep up, the price of corn; and, if there 
be but one man in all England found to 
petition against such a measure, 1 will be 
that man, 





CoTINENTAL AFFAIRS.—It is im- 
possible to peruse the information which 
now daily arrives from the Continent, 
without experiencing the mostawefil sen- 
sations as to the critical state of affairs 
in that quarter. It is true, appearances 
are very often deceitful, and lowering 
clouds frequently subside; but there ne- 
ver was a period known in universal his- 
tory when the “ din of preparation” 
seemed so great, Let us turn our eyes 
from the Mediterranean to the Baltic, 
peace and tranquility is no where to be 
found. In Italy, all the convulsions of 
the thirteenth cee appear to have re- 
vived. The dawn of liberty having open- 
ed on that delightful country, its inhabi- 
tants cannot without difficulty return un- 
der the yoke of slavery. We find the 
court of Vienna in the most feverish 
alarm on the subject, Long accustomed 
as the Austrian monarchy has been to 
look with anxiety to the entire possession 
of the Adriatic Gulf, from the possession 
of the ports of which, she might indulge 
a prospective hope of possessing “ ships, 
* colonies, and commerce,” it cannbdt be, 
but with the utmost apprehension, that 
she finds the voice of public opinion de- 
cidedly against her views. Little doubt 
can be entertained by the most common- 
place politician, that a great motive which 








influenced Austria te join’ the Allies, at 
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the critical period whew by Francis’s un- 


natural desertion of bis sou-in-law—a de-| seldom occurs, eaccpt whea he himself 
sertion so totally unlocked for, that it! introduces it, that there is every appear- 


produced, as it could not fail to do, the 
most decisive consequences,—I say, the 
Emperor Francis must have been greatly 
stimulated to this act, by the jealousy 
with which he viewed the lron Crown on 
the head of Napoleon; shutting out, as 
it did for ever, all his Italian prospects. 
The information from Italy is rather bar- 
ren; but no doubt can be entertamed that 
Austria, finding Murat necessary to her 
views, has entered into a secret alliance 
with him to secure his throne, on condi- 
tion that the upper part of Italy shall be- 
come Austrian. Insurmountable difkcul- 
ties have been’ thrown in the ‘way of. this 
project. Among others, the sudden re- 
vival of the king of Sardinia, who, in the 
present rage for the resuscitation of legi- 
timate monarchs, has, of course, asserted 
his claim to his ‘“ lawful possessions.” 


But great part of the former kingdom of 


Sardinia had so often changed owners, 
that it was impossible almost to recollect 
its dispersed masters. Austria has there- 
jure been contented to secure at present 
what she could lay bold of, leaving to 
trme and fortune the completion of her 
ultimate views.” The sacrifice of the free 
state of Genoa to the ‘Sardiman throne 
has been a part of this svstem, This 
measure 18 said, in almost all our news- 
papers, to he tyrannical and oppressive; 
to be in palpable contradiction to every 
declaration of the allied powers; and 
violatory, of every profession they made 
as te the liberating cf Europe. ‘True, or 
false, as these accusations may be, | have 
litle doubt the poor Genoese must submit 
to “existing circupistaices.” I bave also 
iny tears that Muvat bumself will ultimate- 
ly fli. Alone as lie stands among the 
A eitinele invmarehs, can it be supposed 
that his evwieticé will be endured, re- 
nuguing them vf Tue great nian by wiiom 
they were sect up, ahd” pui domi at plea- 
Constant reports enti hints are 
eivculated in all the continental papers, of 
the vilvantageous éxchanges ‘offered to 
him for bis present Kingdoi ; and if, like 
Kequharios, be should not choese’to go 
with g goed grace, he™ has every reason 
todread the result. It may not buppen 
immediately ; but if the uew érganization 
af Europe remas, his eventualfate may 
be considered as already sealed. As to 


sure? 
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the present system, and his very name so 


‘ance of his sinking fast, as I ferveitty 
hope he will, into His old denomination 
of Bishop of Rome; when Pope, con. 
clave, and cardinals would soon be 


cations which - religion, front time 
immeniorial, has brought upor mankini, 
—TIn Spain, the beloved Ferdinand has 
| outraged every feeling, .which — the 
‘laws of policy and humanity ought to 

have dictated. His friends and his fues 
| have fallen in one wriversal conscription. 
Neither age nor ‘sex is. spared. The 
reign of priesthood is revived, iu all its 
horrors. "Phat bloody tribunal the In- 
quisition, is proceeding with gigantic 
strides. . Horror and desolation miark its 
progress, and universal destruction is the 
ouly trace it leaves behind. ba Pratice, 
| little of tranguillity appears to lave bees 
established; Louis NVITL. whem all pai- 
ties agree to be a mild, bemificent, and 
| good man, appears to be too niuch under 
| the influence of the priests to beas popu- 











liar as he might be, if he would shake off 


| their odious yoke. The revolution in that 
country, unexampied as it bas been in 
| extent, both of moral aud politieal influ- 
ence, has so conipletely opened the eyes 
of all mankind, that the delusions of 
religion now excite Jittie else than riti- 
cule. If I am _ to believe the Times 
newspaper which, to use an appropi:- 
ate phrase on this subject, is always apo- 
cryphal, a most serious convulsiun was 
on the point of Jately breaking — forii 
mi Paris, im consequence of a fanatu 
| monk, wishing, wud endeaveuring, Ww 
| revive one of those monstrous absurdities 
twhich disgraced the dark and barbarous 
| periods of ignorance and superstition. 
| Nex was it prevented until tive ging lied 
| beeu tuice sent to. and, froin ifs iC reasig 
vigdence, tie most diarming consequences 
were to be appreliended: and ail the 
because a wretched priest thought pro- 
| per to deny the rights of sepuleiire to a 
/respectable wolnan, who had for sia'y 
Yeats been an artist vi a profession cei 
tuiniy more hurmiéss, xf not more ration. 
then his own.” From every thing whic 
I cau perceive in that -coautry, er affairs 
are im a most unsetti¢d siate. Sow, 
who wishes to out Hered-Herod, bis 
excited a flame’ in ihe matter ef Gener! 
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and ability than he possesses, to extin- 
mish.---Proceeding northward, the affairs 
of Holland next meet the eve. Here, we 
find the most unnatura! union between the 
Dutchman and the Brabanter: men as 
opposite in their pursuits, composition, 
and constitution as two animals of the 
same species can possible be. An army 
of 75,000 troops, in the pay of England, 
one half our own countrymen, is in gar- 
rison in that country. Where the people 
are satisfied, such an army is unnecessary, 
and if they are not satisfied, twice the 
number will not make them se.—It is ut- 
terly impossible to describe the staty of 
Germany, for here calculation is perfectiy 
lost.: Report contradicts report, in end- 
less variety. One thing alone is clear, 
that the allied sovereigns, who established 
the late crusade, in the most solemn 
professions of the most pure disinte- 
restedness are now adoptmg the very 
system of Napoleon, even to the expres- 
sions he amade use of in that system. 
The ear is fatiguéd with the ‘word “ In- 
“ demnity,” and J was in hopes that, in 
common decency, it would have been leit 
out of the-vocabulary of the Allies. On 
ihe contrary, it appears that the Vienna 
Congress is occupied, day and night, in 
carding out fresh “ indemniiies” for the 
conquerors of their great prototype, the 
fallea Napoleon, Russia. and Prussia 
are said tu be determined on seizing their 
defenceless prey, and to possess them-; 
selves by force of what is denied to them 
by reason, justice, and common honesty. 
Was there a single act in the whole lite of 
ihe French Emperor so base and atrocious 
as theattempt attributed to these monarclis 
to root out the whole family of the King 
of Saxonv? The deposition of Ferdinand 
of Spain, was but child’s play to this.— 
He signed his abdication, and Joseph had 
a pretence at least to his throne, not only 
by this aet of Ferdinand, but by the will 
of at least one haif of the population ot 
the country, But, in Saxony, the whole 
nation, to a man, coycur ig abhorring this 
tartar-like usurpation; and ‘it’ never can 
be carried but by the loss 6f much hu- 
wan bleed. The same argnment precise- 
ly applies foPoland. ‘Thavill-fated coun- 
trv has been ever the prey to lawless 
violence and anibition; aud the magna 
nimous Alexander is accused of toliowme, 
with undeviating accuracy, ‘the bleod-; 
stained steps of his ancestor, the immor- 





jal Catherine. But bow sbali t geseripe | garbled statewent, and that Mr, Perry 
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the monstrous aggression which all Eu- 
rope, and, I lament to say, Great Britain 
also, have committed against the brave 
Norwegiaus, ‘The bistorian will blush, 
when he indites the page in which he 
records the detestable fact, that a British 
Fleet blockaded the Norwegian ports, to 
starve that wretched country into sub- 
mission to their new  niasters, — by 
preventing the entry of all the common 
articles of necessity, even to food; 
and this in violation of the general wish 
of the whale country, expressed in the 
strongest manner almost by acclamation, 
The mind revolts ata picture like this ; 
and yet this is the stete of peace and hap- 
piness which the allied Sovereigns bave 
so popously. sounded throughout Europe 
they were about to confer upon mankind. 
It remains to say a few words as to our 
own favoured country. Inthe year 1792, 
when the Acaven-born minister involved 
us In twenty-two years war, had any man 
ventured to assert, that in the year L815, 
we should have incurred a debt of nearly 
@ THOUSAND MILLIONS, and that the 
boasted “ tree Englishman,” should be 
subject to a tax by which his most secret 
concerny were laid open to investigation, 
he would have been treated either as a 
fool, ora madman. Yet-so it is, and so 
it will continue, unless something like the 
public spirit of former times is revived. 


| ‘Lhe operation of corruption has been so 


general, that it bas extended its baneful 
lutiuence, more or less, in every quarter. 
The .vile hiveling press has had its full 
share of the mischief, Men's minds, dur- 
lug the continuance of the late war, were 
too much occupied with foreign politics, 
té devote sufficient of their time and at- 
tention to what was passing at hone. 
The evil, therefore, lias taken deep root, 
and it will require all our energies to root 
itup. Itisa sacred duty every one owes 
to the country, and I cordially hope that 
duty may be fulfilled. 





FINANCE. 


Mr. Corsgrr.—tI have read with pe- 
culiar atten tion an account in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, purporting to be a detail 
of the proceedings of the late Winchester 
Meeting on the subject of the Property 
Tax.—1 have looked this over in the mo:t 
carefal manner, and am of opinion, from 
its interual evidence, that this must be a 
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has not given itasit really took place. I very 
much. lament this, because inthe present 
degraded state of the British Press, the 
Morning Chronicle and Statesman are 
the only daily newspapers in which the 
public has a chance of finding any thing 
like the truth; and if Mr. Perry, no 
matter from what motives, is to be in- 
duced to withhold from us any thing of 
importance on our side of the question, 
and Mr. Lovell is to be continued in his 
imprisonment in Newgate, no matter how 
or why; in these cases, the only two 
sources we have of genuine information 
will be completely shut up, and we must 
Jook to the polluted streams of the Times 
and the Ceurier, for whatever filth and 
falsehood they ‘choose to cram down 
our throats—However, taking Mr. Perry’s 
account (for we have no other,) to be an 
accurate one, I beg leave to trouble you 
witha few observations, that occur to me 
even from so imperfect an account of the 
proceedings of that day. 

The public cannot but be much in- 
debted to you for the manly manner in 
which you met the question, and, with- 
out reference either to Whigs or 
Tories, without thinking either of Lord 
Grey or Lord Grenville, or Mr, Pitt’s six 
per cent. or Mr, Fox’s ten per cent. at 
once declaring openly and above aboard, 
that in the present state of our expendi- 
ture, this tax must go on, or a substitute 
for it be provided. The fact is, the Go- 
verninent cannot go on without resources 
to the amount which it produces. It is 
understood that the war with America 
cost upon an average a million a month. 
Speaking from memory only, I believe 
the Property Tax produced about twenty 
millions a year. Thus, therefore, at the 
first blush, it would appear that even 
during the continuance of the American 
war, this tix produced a surplus of eight 
millions, and that, therefore, when the 
war ceased, of course the Property ‘Tax 
ought to cease also. But the very oppo- 
site is the fact; and although by the fa- 
vourable issue of the negociations at 
Ghent, a very considerable saving will no 
doubt be made; yet it appears to be 
totally forgotten, that we have an army 
in America of from 30 to 40,000 men, 
and another in Holland of nearly twice 
that amount, The army in America can- 
_not be brought home for at least six 
months to come ; and that in Belgium, I 
suppose, will not be brought home at all, 
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but remain there to take care of our friend 
the Sovereign Prince of the Netherlands, 
or whatever he is called, and to protect 
him and his new dominions from the ap- 
prehensions he entertains from his new 
subjects and his old neighbours. It seems 
to be totally forgotten also, that Commis- 
sary General Sir Hugh Robert Kennedy, 
Knight, and Commissary General Sir 
Charles Henry Dalrymple, Knight, and 
Commissary General Sir Charles Edward 
Eylmir, Knight, (one Scotch, one Irish, 
and one English, to properly represent 
Mr. John Bull in his triple capacity) are 
at present most actively occupied in, what 
is called according to the technical phrase 
of office, winding up the accounts of the 
Peninsula, where | asum of no less than 
thirteen millions, for which bills either 
are or will be drawn upon the English 
treasury, remains to be provided for, 

The enormous expence which must at- 
tend the bringing home of our American 
army ; the unsettled Ordinance accounts ; 
the “charges of Transport, and various 
other branches of the public service, 
which, supposing the ratification of peace 
to arrive in the earliest possible time, 
must of necessity continue so long, that 
this year will probably expire before any 
effectual reduction can take place, will 
obviously create an expence so enormous, 
that not only will the Property Tax, or 
some other equally productive, be neces- 
sary to meet it, but a loan of at least 
twenty millions will be required for the 
service of the current year.—The trifling 
reduction which has taken place-in the 
navy, can hardly be said at all to diminish 
our expence in_that branch of service; 
and I am quite satisfied that the Prince 
Regent’s week’s merry making at Jubilee 
fair, and the feasting and dancing of the 
Allied Sovereigns, who honoured us with 
their company last Summer, will ‘cost a 
much greater sum than will have been 
saved by the paying off the few ships 
that have been placed in ordinary. 

No effectual reduction has certainly 
taken place at home. If we except the 
reduction ofthe Militia, and. a few su 
numary oificers of the line placed on half 
pay, nothing that can be called an im- 
portant saving has been made. It is 
true, a few second battalions have been 
reduced. But how? W hy by {drafting 
the men to their respective first batta- 
lions; and thus the only diminution 





of expence is the mere difference between 
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the full and half pay of a set of meritorious 
and deserving officers, who are sent to 
| expensive establishments of the Treasurv, 


- and, I suppose, will be untouchable. 
' The third Secretary of State-ship was 





the right-about now they are no longer 
wanted ; -while all the extraordinary and 


and the Horse Guards, remain untouched, 


expressly created as a mere ear establish- 
ment. A variety of corps of different 
sorts and descriptions, such as the Royal 
Artillery Drivers, the Royal Staff Corps, 
the Royal Waggon Train, and various 
other simildr non-descripts were all war 
establishinents. Sir Digby Hamilton, 
Knight, Waggon Master General, and 
temporary rank Major General, was, as 
his very designation purports, only a war 
establishment. Yet this colossus, as well 
in size as in expence, still hovers about 
the Horse Guards, shedding his baneful 
iufluence in all’ directions. 

How is it possible then that the In- 
come Tax can be dispensed with, while 
such tremendous draughts as these are 
made upon the public purse ? We begin 
at the wrong end. Instead of meeting to 
petition for the repeal of this tax, we 
should petition for the diminution of the 
expence which occasions its necessity. 
In that. case we should have reason on 
our side, for it is palpable and apparent 
that while the present most frightful ex- 
penditure is suflered to continue, i* ts in- 
possible to suppose but that a system of 
taxation sufficiently productive must be 
adapted to meet it,—I remain, 4c. 

Civis. 





AMERICA. 


Sir,—The acquaintance 1 consider 
myself to have formed with you, through 
the channel of your valuable Register, aud 
feeling confident you will pardon my pre- 
sumption, induce me to intrude the en- 
closed on your attention ; and if not con- 
trary to your regulations, and you should 


deem it worthy of insertion in your use- 
ful publication, J can only say it will par- 


ticularty oblige a young man, who has 


imbibed from your instruction ail exam- 
ple an ardent love of liberty, and who 
has witnessed the late efforts of the 


Americans to maintain their independ- 
eace, with admiration, and the termination 
of the contest with the greatest satisfac- 
tien, Should my request be thought too 
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paid by the consciousness that the 
sentiments are the offspring of an ho- 
nourable feeling, and consequently will 
meet your approbation. Lam, &c. 


Buckinghamshire, R. H. M. 


see 


ON AMERICA, 


Haix! happy land—the blest abode, 
Of those, indignant at Oppression’toy sd’; 
With thee a hospitable home they find ; 
Where no proud Tyrant dares maintain, 
In haughty perip, his iron reign; 
Where no vain titles are conferr’d, 
Upon Corruption’s servile herd ; 
But where EQUALI?PY alone 
Has built upon a rock its throne; 
They-flvy, America, to thee, 
To taste the sweets of Linrerty; 
Undaunted plough th’ Atlantic wave, 
And buov’d by Hope, all dangers brave; 
They leave the grov’iing slaves of Courts 
behind, 


To seek the promis’d land, th’ Asylum of 
mankind, 


Protected, thrives beneath thy fost’ring 
cure, 
‘The mind unshackled, and restraints un- 
known; 
TheRiGutTsorManare there display’d, 


Of no despotic law afraid ; 

Religion, heav’nly Maid, is FREE, 

And teaches pure Morality; 

No subtle Priests with Tyrants join’d, 

Encteavour to enslave Mankind; 

Bat free in action as in word, 

The voice of Justice there is heard; 

Who executes, with even hand, 

‘Tlie equal laws, which W1s Dom plann’‘d; 
May thy exantple, to surrounding Nations 

shewn, ; 


from his throne. 





presumptuous, I shall at any raie be re- 


Hail! land of FreEpomM,— Genius there 


Hurl Pricetcraft to the dust,and Despotism. 
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THe CONGRESS. 


Mr. Cossett.—Although it may be 
hazardous to canvass, at present, the 
motives of our generous, and just allies, 
yet I think that their proceedings form 
a very prominent subject for general 
animadversion. Perhaps, previously to 
entering into any review of their con- 
duct, it may be as well to saya few 
words relative to the exaggerated expec- 
tations, generally formed as to the re- 
sult of the deliberations of these digni- 
fied and immaculate characters. It 
was certainly imagined by a great majo- 
rity of those who huzzaed and attended, 
from morning to night, every movement 
of our recent royal visitors, that every 
thing would be settled by them t:pon 
the fairest.and most honorable basis. 
The applauses bestowed upon them 
were intended as much to reprobate the 
condact of him whom fate had overthrown, 
as. in approbation of those who had 
been the secondary agents of his ruin: 
We gave credit for their professions; we 
anticipated a generous and most magna- 
nimous policy from the Liberator Alex- 
ander, and Frederick, the wise and the 
sedate. It is now said, however, by 
the Courier, the Times, and almost all 
our Newspapers, that a little Bone- 
partcan leaven is mixed, even in the 
composition of these legitimate Kings. 
There appears, say these journals, to 
be a singular assimulation to the politi- 
cal system of the recent Ruler of France 
in all the proceedings of the Congress. 
Their ideas of regal justice seem not 
very distant from the policy of usurpa- 
tion. Agegrandisement is the word with 
all efthem. ‘They seem almost inclined 
to dispute the clun@x of injustice with 


Napoleon, and to pay as little regard as | 


himself to the rights of their interiors. 
His audacity, they add, is wanting ; but 
his repacity is not lett far behind. I have 
often heard it remarked, that the views 
of Buonaparte completely identified fim 
with the legitimate and hereditary sove- 
re gns of the day. He was as fond of 
governing imperiously, as careless of the 
rizhts and welfare of his subjects, and 
the rights of his neizhbours, as if his an- 
cestors had sat for centuries on thrones, 
and the sceptre had descended to him 
from some ancient robber, instead of ha- 
ving been forcibly grasped by the rade 
hands of a modern one. And it seems | 
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in no slight degree to confirm the opinion 
which so many entertain upon this sub- 
ject with myself, that the only monarch 
who has uniformly been the decided ene- 
my of Napoleon, remains the Victim of 
his sincere hostility, without exciting either 
the friendly commiseration, or the notice 
of those monarchs fo whom he set the 
first example of resistance and resolution, 
I am not justifying his conduct; he was 
too fond of war, and perhaps deranged; 
but God knows if these are just reasons 
for the deposition of legitimate leings, the 
“ decks would soon be swabbed,” of half 
the regal list of former times. The person 
I allude to js Gustavus ef Sweden, who 
has lost his own kingdom in the cause for 
which ourselves and our magnanimous 
allies pretend to have been fighting—the 
restoration of the old order of things oa 
the continent. Now, Sir, hes not this 
Gustavus a much greater right to claim 
“indemnity” than any of them? And 
would it not do more credit to the charac- 
ter of the Russian Autocrat, to set the 
crown of Poland upon the head of Gus- 
tavus, than to pocket it himself, or give 
it to his brother? Jt was my intention 
to have seriously canvassed the claims of 
Kussia to Poland; but, really, Sir, it would 
be payimg them a compliment which they 
do not deserve. Reason need not com- 
bat the principles that have no foundation 
but power—no right but force. JuUVENIS. 





PusLic Rk&JOICING, 


Mr. CosrneEtt.--The public who soa 
greedily rejoiced, and feasted, and illu- 
minated, and were beyond measure elated 
at the downfall of Buonaparte, asan event 
that could not fail te do for England all 
their hearts could desire; (in-which, by 
the by, they now begia to see they were 
mistaken,) that public having suffered the 
late happy peace with America, which I 
consider to be far more beneficial to 
the true interests of our country and the 
world, to pass by withoutany illumination, 
or other more rational mode of expressing 
their joy, I, who am sorry for the omis- 
sion, have considered what it would have 
cost me to illuminate on that occasion, 
and determined to devote that sum as far 
as it will go, to the purchase of your 
valuable Register. By so doing, I shall 
materially gratify myself, pay the debt of 
gratitude to those principles, whose aim 








it has always been to bring about that 
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; nent. 
of the writer, whom 1 consider to be the 


only one 1 know, that has set the matter 
- of America in its true light; and whom 


veace, and as far as humble efforts go, to 


contribute to their spread and encourage- 


I shall also shew my admiration 


1 respect, (as far as 1 know, which is only 
by his Register, as a sound patriot, clear 
writer, and an honest man. If you were 
to publish this in your Register, perhaps 
it might induce others to do the same, or 
something like it; and itis an opportunity 
tor the friends of freedom, to encourage 
her cause, without any extra expence to 
themselves. For few, or none, of the 
friends of peace, I presume, (save those 
who abstain from principle, ) would have 
declined to light up, if it had been gene- 
rally the case. | speak more particularly 
to the inhabitants of towns. Those in 
the country, who would have spent money 
on the occasion, in other ways, but did 
not, because they hadnot the opportunity, 
may also.adopt the same plan. | embrace 
this occasion, Sir, to thank you for your 
past efforts, for your country’s good. Go 
on, lentreat you, in the useful work you 
have solong, and soadmirably conducted. 
‘The time is coming, I hope, when your 
labours will be justly appreciated, and 
produce good fruit. War having ceased, 
corruption has lost haifits feod. ‘The ne- 
cessity of strict economy, and the ill 
effects of extravagant expenditure, and 
the chimerical idcas we have entertained, 
will occasion reflection, and that must 
shew us the frue causes of the mischief, 
aud dispose the whole community to ad- 
mire, and imitate those principies which 
would have prevented it; and to follow 
which affords now the best chance of re- 
storation to that happy state we were 
once im. Heartily wishing this consum- 
mation, I am your admirer and well- 
Wisher, w. W. 
STATE PAPERS. 


~—— g-— 





Message to the Schate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States. 


I transmit, for the information of Congress, the 
comtnunicaiions, last received trom the Miuisters 
Extraordinary and Pleaipoientivry of the United 
Siaies of Ghent, explaining the course and actual 
state of their n¢gociation with the Plenipotentiaries 
ot Great Britain, ‘ 


James Mapison. 
_ Dec 1, 1814. ‘ 
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No. 1.---Copy of a Letter fiom Messrs. Adams, 
Bayard, Clay, Russell, and Gallatin, to the Secre+ 
tary of State, dated Ghent, Oct. 95, 1814. 


Sir,---We have the honour of transmitting here- 
with, copies of all our correspondence with the 
British Plenipotentiaries, since the departure of Mr, 
Dallas. 
minated so abruptly as we expected at that periad 
that it would, we have no reason to retract the opi- 
niva which we then expressed, that no hopes of 


Although the negociation has not ter- 


peace as likely to result irom it, could be enter- 
It is true, that the terms which the British 
Government had so peremptoiily prescribed at that 
time, have been apparently abandoned, and that 


tained, 


the sine qua non then required #s a preliminary 
to all discussion upon other topics, hus been re- 
duced to an article securing merely an lodian pe- 
cification, which we have agreed to accept, subject 
to the ratification or rej-ction of our Government. 
But you will perceive that our request tor the ex- 


| change of a projet of a Treaty has been eluded, 


and that in their last note, the British Plenipoten- 
tiuries have advanced a demand not only new and 
inadmissible, but totally incompatible with their 
uniform previous declarations, that Great Britain 
had no view in this negociauon to any acquisition 
of tersitory. 
pretension was brought forward immediately after 
the accounts had been received that a British torce 
had taken, possession of all that part of the State 
of Massachusetts, situate East of Penobscot river. 
The British Plenipotentiaries havé invariably re- 
ferred to tLeic Government every note received 
from us, and waited the return of their messenger 


before they have transmitted to us their answet ; 


and the whole tenor of the correspondence, as well 
us the manner in which it has been conducted oi 
the part of the British Government, have concurred 
to convince us, that theirobjoct has been delay; 
their motives for this policy we presume fo have 
been, to keep the alternative of peace or a protracted 
war in their own hands, until a general arrange- 
ment of Puropean atfairs should be #eeoniplished 
at the Congress of Vienna, and until they could 
avail themselves ot the advantages, which they have 
anticipated from the success of their amns, during 
the present campaign in America, Although the 
Sovereigus who had deter:nined to be present at 
the Cungress of Vienna have been already several 
weeks assembled there, it dors not appear vy the 
last advices from that place that the Congress has 
ibcen formally opened, On the contrary, by « 
dicluration trom the Plehipotentiar.es of the Pow. 
crs, who were parties to the peace of Paris of 30th 
May last, the opening of the Congress appears 





| t hayg been postponed to the first of November, 


It will be perceived that this new: 
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A memotial is said to ave been presented by the, 
French Ambassador Talleyrdnd, in which it is de- 
clared, that France having returied to her boun- 
daries iu 1792, cun tecognize none of the aggran- 
disements of the other great Powers of Europe 
since that period, although not intending to oppose 
them by war, These civcumstances indicate that 
the new basis for the political system of Europes 
will not be sospeedily sett!ed as bad been expected, 
The principle thus assumed by France is very ex- 
tensive in its effects, and opens a field lor negocia- 
lien much wider than had been auticipaicd. We 
think it does not piomise an aspect of immediate 
tranquillity to this Continent, and that it will dis- 
concert particularly the measures which Great Lri- 
tain has been taking with regard to the tuture desti- 
nation of this country, among others, and to which 
she has attached apparently much: importance. 
We have the honour to be, with great respect, Sir, 
your very humble servants, Jou~ Quincy Avbams, 
J. A. Bavann, H. Cray, Jona. Russert, 
Apert Gavtatix. 


—--———s 


No. IX.—NOTE froin the British tothe American 
Ministers.—October 21, 1814. 


The undersigned have had the honour of receiving 
the note of the American Plenipotentiaries, of the 
13ti instant, communicating the acceptance of their 
article, which the undersigned had prepared on tle 
subject of the pacificatioa and rights of the Indian 
Nations. The underiyned ate happy ia bring 
thus relieved from the necessity of recurring to 
several topics, which though they arose in the 
course of their discussions, lave only an incidental 
connection withthe differences remaining to be 
adjasted between the two countries, With a view 
to this adjustment, the undersigned preferring, in 
the present state of the negotiation, a general state- 
ment to the formal arrangement of articles, are 
willing so far to comply with the request of the 
American Plenipotentiaries, contained in their last 
note, as to waive the advantage to which they think 
they were fairly entitled, of requizing from them 
the first projet of atreaty. The undersigned hay- 
ving stated at the first conference the points, upon 
which his Majesty’s Govyernwent considered the 
discussions between the two countries as likely to 
turn, cannot better satisty the request of the 
Awtrican Plenipotentiates than by reierring them 
to that copicrence ier a stutemeut of the poiiuts, 
which in the opinion of bis Majesiy’s Goverument, 
yet remain to be adjusted. Wiih respect io the 
forcible seizure of marines from on board werchant 
vesecls on the high seas, aud the right‘of the 
King of Great Biitsin to the allegiance of all his 
wative subjects, aud with respect to the maritime 
rights of the British Empire, the undersigned con- 
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verament of the United States, a more satisfactory 
proof of the conciliatory spirit of his Majesty's 
Goverument cannot be given, than by not requiring 
amy stipulation on those subjects, which, though 
inost important in themselves, uo longer, in conse. 
quence of the maritime pacification of Europe, 
produce the same practical results. On the sub- 
ject of the Fisheries, the undersigned expressed 
with so much frankness, at the couference already 
referred to, the views of their Government, that 
they consider any further observations on that topic 
as unnecessary at the present time. On the ques. 
tion of the boundary between the dominions of his 
Majesty and those of the United States, the ander- 
signed are led to expect from the discussion which 
this subject has already undergone, that the North 
Western boundary, from the Lake of the Woods to 
the Mississipip (the intended arrangement of 1803) 
will be adinitted without objection. In regard 
to other boundaries, the American Plenipoten- 
tiaries, in their note of August 24, appeared in some 
measure, to object to the propositions then made 
by the undersigned, as nut being on the basis of 
uti possidetis. ‘Lhe undersigned are willing te 
treat on that basis, subject to such modification 
as mutual convenience may be found to require ; 
and they trust that the American Plenipotentiaries 
will shew, by their ready acceptance of this basis, 
that they duly appreciate the moderation of his 
Majesty’s Government in so far consulting the honor 
and fair preteusions of the United States, as ia the 
relative situation of the two countries, to authorise 
such a proposition. The undersigned avail them- 
selves of this opportunity to renew to the American 
Plenipoteutiaries the assurance of their high con- 
sideration. (Signed) Gambier, Henry Govut- 
BoRN, WILLIAM ADAM. 


No. X.-~NOTE from the American tq the Bri- 
lish Ministers.---Oct. 24, 1814. 


The undersigned have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of the Note of the British Plenipotes- 
tiaries of the 21st imstant. Amongst the general 
observations which the undersigned, in their Note 
of the 24th August, made on the propositions thea 
brought forward on the part of the British Govern- 
ment, they remarked that those propositions were 
founded ucither on the basis of wti possidetis, not 
on thatof status ante bellum, But so far were they 
from suggesting the uti possidetis as the basis om 
which they were dispused to treat, that in the same 
Note they expressly stated, that they had beea 
instructed to conclude a peace on the principle 
of both parties restoring whateyer territory they 
might have iaken. ‘The undersigned alsg declared, 
in that Note, that they had no authority to cede 
any part of the territory of the United States, and 
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scribe ; and inthe Note of the 9th September, after 

having shewn that the basis of uti pussidetis, such 

as it was known to exist at the commencement of 
the negociation, gave no claim to his Britannic 

Majesty to cessions of territory founded upon the 

right of conquest ; they added, that even if the 

chances of war should give to the British arms 

a momentary possession of other parts of the terri- 
tory of the United States, such events would not 
alter their views with regard to the terms of peace 
w which they would give their consent. The un- 
dersigned can now only repeat those declarations, 
and decline treating upon the basis of uti possidetis, 
erupen any other principle involving a cession of 
any part of the territory of the United States. As 
they have uniformly stated, they can treat only upon 
the principles of a mutual restoration of whatever 
territory may bave been taken by either paity- 
From this principle they cannot recede ; and the 
undersigned, after the repeated declarations of the 
British Plenipotentiaries, that Great Britain bad 
no view to acquisition of territury in this negocia- 
tion, deem it necessary to add, that the utility of 
its continuance depends’ on their adherence to this 
principle. The undersigned having declared in 


their Note of the 21st of August, that 
although instructed and prepared to enter 
into an amicable discussion of all the pints, 


on which differences or uncertainty had existed, 
aud which'might hereafter tend to interrupt the 
diarmony Of the two countries, they would not make 
the conclusion of the peace at wll depend upon a 
successful resalt uf the discussiog ; and having since 
agreed to the preliminary article proposed by the 
British Government, had believed that the negotia- 
tion, already sv Jong protracted, could not be brought 
to an early conclusion otherwise than by the com- 
munication of a projet, embracing all the other 
specific propositions which Great britain Intended 
to offer. They repeat their request in that respect, 
and will bave no objection to a simultaneous ex- 
change of the projets of both parties. This course 
will bring taidy into discussion the other topics 
embraced inthe last pote ef the British Pleniporen- 
iiaties, to which the endersigned have thouglit it 
The 
wadersigned reuew to the British Pleniporcatiaries 
the assurance of their high consideration. (Signed) 

Joun Quixcy Avams, James A. Bavaro, 
Henry Cray, Joxatuan Russers, A. Gat- 
LATIN. 


unnecessary to advert et the present time. 





No. XL--Copy of a Letter from the American 
Cowmiissioners to the Secretary of State, dated 


Ghent, October 31, 1814. 


Six,--The detention of the Chauncey at Ostend, 
enables us to sead the inclosed Note from the 
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ceived. We have the honour te be, with perfect 
respect, your obcd¥ent servants, Joun Quincy 
Avams, J. A. Bayarv, H, Cray, Jona. Rvws- 
sett, A. GaLLatTIn. 


No. XTL.---NOTE from the British to the Ame- 
rican Ministers.—October 31, 1814. 


The undersigned have the honour to acknowledge 

the receipt of the note addressed to them by the 

American Plenipotentiaries on the 24th instant, in 

which they object to the basis of uti possidetis pro- 

posed by the undersigned, as that on which they 

are willing to treat in regard to part of the bounda- 

ries between the dominions of his Majesty and those 

of the United States. The American Plenipotentia- 
ries in their note of the 13th instant, requested the 
undersigned to communicate jo them the projet of 
a treaty, embracing all the points insisted on by 
Great Britain, engaging on their part to deliver 
immediately after a contra projet as to all the 
articles to which they might not agree, and as to all 
the subjects deemed matertal by the United States, 

and omitted in the projet of the undersigned, The 
undersigned were accordingly instructed to waive 
the question of etiquette, and the advantage which 
might result from: receiving the first communication, 
and confiding im the engagement of the American 
Menipotentiaries, communicuted ia their notes of 
the 21st instant, all the points upon which they are 
instructed to insist. ‘The Americana Plenipeteitias 
ries, have objected tu one essential part ot the pro- 
jet thus communicated, but before the undersigned 
can enter inte the discussion of this objection, they 
must require from the American Plenipotentiaries 
that, pursuant to their engagement, they will deli- 
vec a coutra-projet containing all their ebjections 
io the points submitted by tke undersigned, loge- 
ther with a statement of such further points as the 
Government of the United States consider to be 
The undersigned are authorised to stote 
distincily, that the article as to the pacification 
and rights of the Indian nations having been ageept- 
ed, they have brought forward their note of the 
21st iusiant, all the propositions they have to offer, 
They bave no fyrther in demands to wake, no other 
stipulations of which they are. instructed to insist, 
and they are empowered tu sign a Treaty of Peace 
forthwith in conformity with those stated in their 
former note. ‘Lhe undersigned trust, theretote, 
that the American Plenipotentiaries will no longer 
hesitate to bring forward, in form of articles of ; 
otherwise as they may prefer, those specific propg- 
sitions upon which they are empowered to sign a 
Treaty of Peace between the two countries. The 
undersigned avail themselves of the preseut Ppportu- 
nity to renew to the Pleuipotentiaries of the United 
States the assurance of their high consideration. 


materixl, 





British Plenipytentiaries, which we have just re 


(Signed) Gamesen, UH. Govcounx, Wu. Avaw. 
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| felt myself compelled to forego the satisfaction of 
| destroying the prize. Our braces having been 


Copy of a Letter from fiaiiteet Brake¥try, Esq. | cutaway, we kept off the wind until others could 
Commander of the United States sloop of war; be rove, and with the expectation of drawing the 


Wasp, to the. Secretary of the 
United States’ ship Wasp, September 1), 1814, 

. 40. N 
Sin,---After a protracted and tedious stay at 
L’'Orient, 1 had at last the pleasure of leaving that: 
place on Saturday the 27th August. On the 30th 
cepture? the British brig Lettice, Henry Cockbain, 
Kritish brig Bon 
Jn the morning of 


. long. 16. W. 


master, and Sist August the 
Accord, Adam Durny, 
the 1st September discovered a convoy of ten sail 
to leeward, in charge of the Armada, 74, and a 
bom) ship ; stood for them, and succeeded in cut- 


master, 


ting out the British brig Mary, John D. Allen, mas- 
ter, Jaden with brass cannon taken from the Spa- 


Navy, dated | second brig from his companions, bat in the last 


| we were disappoited, The second brig continued 
to appryach us untiltshe came close to oar stern, 
when she hauled by the wind, fired her broadside, 
which cut our rigging and sails considerably, and, 
shot away a lower main cross tree, end retraced 
her steps to join Ler ccnsyrt, when swe were neces- 
siiated to he appeared in 
every respect a total wreck. He contimied for 
some time firing guns of distress, until” probably 
delivered by the two last vessels who made their 
appearance. The second brig could have engaged 
us if he had thought proper, as he neared us 
fast, but contented himseif with fising a broadside, 


abandon the prize ; 


id 





and immediately returned his companions. 


niards, iron caunon and military stores, from Gibral- | It is with real satisfaction L have again the pleasure 
tar to England, removed the piisuners, set her on | 


fire, and endeavoured to capture another of the 
On 


at half-past six, 


couvoy, but was chased off by the Armada. 
ihe evening of the same day, 
while goiug tree, discovered tour vessels nearly at 
the same time, two on the starboard, and two on 
the larboard bow, hauled up for the one most on the 
starboard bow, At 


seven the chace (a brig) commenced making sig- 


being farthest to windeard. 


nals with flags, which could not be distinguished-| 
por wantoldizlt, gnd suow after sade various ones 
wht fanierns, rockets ond guns. At 26 minutes 
atternine, having the chace under our lee 
12 pound carronade was dirccted (© be 
hin, which he returned ; 


bow, the 


Gred into 


ran under his lee to pre- 


credit. 





vent lis escaping, and at nine minutes alter nine | 


.* ° . 
commenced the action, At 10 o'clock believing 
the enemy to be silenced, orders were lu 
cease firing, when I hdiled and asked if he had 


gurrenderca. 


given 


No answer being given to this and 
nis tine having recommenced, it wus again méturned, 


At 12 winates after J0, ihe cuemy having sulfered 
greatly aud having made no returt. to our two last 
broadsides, Ll hailed him the second time, to know 
if he bed surrendered, when he red in the 
affirmative. The guns were then ordered two be 
secured, and the boat lowered to tule 
lu theect of lowering the bout a second brig was 


answer 
possession, 
disepverrd a little distance a-siern and siawding for 
as. Seut the 
every thing for another action, and awaited his 
cominguy; at 36 minutes alter 10, disgovered two 
more sail a-stern standing towards us. 1 now 


‘tew 0 their quartets, prepared 





a 


—_ 
--_— 


of bearing testimony to the merits of Lieatenant 
Reilly, Tilinghurst, Baury, and sailing-master Carr: 
and to the good conduct of every officer and man 
ou board the Wasp. Their divistons and depart- 
ments were attended and supplied with the utmost 
regularity and abundance, which, with the good 
order maintained, together with the vivacity aud 
, precision of their fire, reflects on them the greatest 
Our loss is two-hilled and one -slightly 
wounded with a wad. The hul) received four round 
slot, aud th: duremast anany grape shot, Our rig- 
ging and satls suftered a great deal. Evety damage 
was repaired the day after, with the exception of 
our sails. Of the vessel with whom we were engs- 
ged, nothing positive can be said, with regard to 
her name or force, While hailing him previous to 
his beiug fired into, it was blowing fresh (and then 
going ten knots) and the name was not distinctly 


understood. Of her force, the four shot which - 


struck us are all thirty-two Ibs, in weight, being 
a pound and three quarters heavier than any we hed 
belonging to our vessel, From this circumstance, 
the auinber of men in her tops, her general appear- 
ance and great length, she is believed to one of 
the largest brigs in the British navy.—I have the 
honour, &e. &e. 


J. Braxerety. 


P. S. Iam told the enemy, after his surrender, 
asked for assistance, and said he was siuking: The 
probability of this is confirmed by his firing signal- 
guns for seme time after his capture. The action 
tuck place in lat. 47. 30. N. long.- 11 W. 
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